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CHAPTER V
PEACE AND THE POLICY OF RETREAT
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Nations put defence before peace. The two can
only be combined by giving power to a principle
(e.g. third party judgment) which will protect
both parties to a dispute. Constant retreat of
one will not secure this. What litigant convinced
of his rightness would submit to law if sure that
he could of his own force impose his view on the
other party? Sometimes submission to violence
makes growth of the law's power impossible - 79

CHAPTER VI
THE RETREAT OF BRITAIN
The cumulative effect of the policy adopted by
Great Britain during the last seven years in the case
of the Manchurian, Abyssinian, Rhineland and
Spanish affairs and of the German effort to re-create
a European hegemony, can only be appreciated by
considering the story as a whole; taking into
account the effect which 'imperialist' opinion, as
expressed in Britain in each of those cases, must have
upon the policy of foreign militarist states in future
crises; and by noting the effect upon our relations
with America, especially as bearing upon Britain's
exercise of sea power. The new attitude to German
hegemony reverses the policy of the War. Can it be
reconciled with any system of imperial security or
with any system of peace ?.....